APPLICATION  DEADLINE  EXTENDED 


The  deadline  for  the  submission  ot  an  ESEA  Title  III  final  application  has  been  ex- 
tended to  October  15.     Thus  all  tentative  dates  for  the  first  application  period  as 
listed  in  ESEA  Title  III  bulletin  No,  7  have  been  extended  one  month,  except  for  the 
letter  of  Intent  date  which  has  been  extended  two  months.     School  officials  who  plan 
to  apply  should  submit  a  letter  of  intent  by  September  15,     This  letter  should  identify 
needs,  briefly  outline  the  program,  include  objectives  and  procedures  and  indicate 
the  amount  of  funds  requested.     All  officials  submitting  such  a  letter  will  be  invited 
to  a  proposal  writing  workshop  in  mid-September  which  will  be  designed  to  assist  indi- 
viduals in  writing  specific  objectives  and  in  designing  appropriate  evaluation 
procedures . 


GUIDANCE  AND  COUNSELING  PROJECTS   ,    .  . 

The  NDEA  Title  V-A  Guidance,  Counseling  and  Testing  Program  was  merged  with  Title  III 
of  the  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act  on  July  1,  1970.  Under  provisions  of 
the  new  law,  guidance  and  counseling  projects  must  be  innovative  and/or  exemplary  and 
will  be  subject  to  the  same  application  procedures,  approval  procedures,  criteria  and 
deadline  dates  as  those  used  in  the  regular  ESEA  Title  III  program,  A  portion  of  the 
allocation  for  next  year  must  be  spent  for  guidance  and  counseling.  School  officials 
are  encouraged  to  submit  projects  for  this  purpose. 


TESTING  PROGRAM  .    .  , 

The  law  also  specifies  that  the  State  Educational  Agency  will  make  a  testing  program 
available  to  public  and  private  schools  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  students  with 
outstanding  abilities  and  for  more  effective  counseling  of  students.     In  Montana,  the 
testing  program  will  consist  of  the  Differential  Aptitude  Test  Battery  administered  to 
students  at  Grade  9,     Participation  in  the  program  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
local  school. 

Application  forms  and  specific  information  regarding  the  Guidance,  Counseling  and 
Testing  Program  will  be  sent  in  the  near  future  to  school  administrators,  school 
counselors,  and  to  directors  of  federal  projects.     Meanwhile,  if  you  wish  additional 
information  about  these  programs,  contact  James  Fitzpatrick,  Guidance  and  Counseling 
Supervisor  or  Harold  Rehmer ,  ESEA  Title  III  Supervisor  in  the  Office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  Helena,  phone  449-2059. 


APPROPRIATION  MEASURE  .    .  „ 

The  appropriation  measure  for  fiscal  year  1971  was  vetoed  by  President  Nixon;  however, 
his  veto  was  overridden  by  the  House  and  Senate.     Although  the  measure  is  now  law,  we 
have  not  yet  received  the  final  allocation  for  next  yearc     Preliminary  estimates  are  that 
the  allocation  will  be  approximately  the  same  as  last  year.     The  number  of  projects  and 
the  amount  of  money  required  to  continue  current  operational  projects  is  smaller  than 
last  year;  thus,  more  money  will  be  available  for  new  projects. 


PROJECTS  FOR  HANDICAPPED 


The  law  requires  each  state  to  expend  at  least  15%  of  its  allocation  for  projects  de- 
signed to  benefit  handicapped  children.     Presently,  there  are  no  pending  or  carry- 
over projects  to  be  continued  with  funds  from  next  year's  allocation  for  handicapped 
children.  Therefore,  school  officials  are  encouraged  to  submit  innovative  and/or 
exemplary  proposals  designed  to  assist  handicapped  children. 

STATE  PLAN  FOR  FY1971  .   .  . 


Montana's  state  plan  for  next  year  has  not  as  yet  been  approved  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Education.     Approval  is  expected  as  soon  as  certain  procedural  requirements  are 
resolved. 

COMMISSIONER'S  FUNDS  .    .  . 

The  new  law  requires  the  Commissioner  of  Education  to  withhold  15%  of  each  state's 
allocation  and  administer  that  amount  directly  for  projects  in  each  state.     The  pro- 
cedures to  be  followed  for  school  officials  in  our  state  to  utilize  these  funds  has  not 
as  yet  been  determined  by  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education.     As  soon  as  information  is 
available,  local  school  officials  will  be  notified. 


